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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-4, 7-13, and 15-26 are pending. 

Response to Applicant 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 7-13, and 15-26have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. Claim 1 8 recites in part: "the play list identifying content for streaming delivery to a 
network receiver associated with a specific user'\ Therefore all of the content in the play list is 
content destined for delivery to a specific user. Claim 20 depends on claim 18, and recites in 
part **the play list includes at least one reference to content not designated for delivery to a 
specific user'\ If a play list is, by definition, a fist of content designated to a specific user, it is 
unclear as to how it could contain an item that is not. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

Claims 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. Non- statutory subject matter includes intangible media such as 
signals, carrier waves, transmissions, optical waves, transmission media or other media incapable 
of being touched or perceived absent the tangible medium through which they are conveyed. 
Claim 14 recites in part: "a graphical interface for,.. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 7-10, 15-19, and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Gupta et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,484,156, hereinafter "Gupta"). Gupta discloses accessing 
annotations across multiple target media streams. Gupta shows. 

In referring to claim 1, 

• Providing remote network node interface instructions for submitting remote network 
node content; transmitting the remote network node interface instructions to a remote 
network node; receiving a request from the remote network node, via the transmitted 
interface instructions to modify a play list, the request including remote network node 
content information of a user, the play list being associated with the user identified by the 
identification information: 

"Additionally, according to one embodiment the collection of media segments identified 
by the playlist can be stored as an additional media stream by selecting ''save play list" 
button 414 of FIG. 11. By saving the collection of media segments as a single media 
stream, the collection can be retrieved by the user (or other users) at a later time without 
having to go through another querying process. Furthermore, the collection of segments, 
stored as a media stream, can itself be annotated. " (Gupta, col. 18, lines 14-21) 

• Modifying the play list associated with the user identified in the information to include a 
reference to the remote network content, the play list identifying content for streaming 
delivery to a network receiver associated with the identified user: 
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Gupta, Fig. 11 shows the play list can be modified 410 

• Causing streaming of the remote network node content to the network receiver associated 
with the identified user as part of the content for streanaing delivery based on the 
modified play list: 

''Transfer of the corresponding media segments (and/or the annotations) to client 15 is 
initiated when a ''start" button 412 is selected, " (Gupta, coL 17, lines 19-21) 

In referring to claim 2, 

• The remote network node content comprises at least one of audio data and video data: 
'*For audio content, for example, a dynamically changing frequency wave that represents 
an audio signal is displayed in media screen 456. " (Gupta, col. 18, lines 50-53) 

In referring to claim 7, 

• The play list identifies generic, shared content in addition to the remote network node 
content: 

Gupta, Fig. 11 shows a list of generic shared content 
In referring to claims 8 and 21, 

• Determining whether the remote network node is authorized by the user to submit 
content: 

'*An annotation server uses a hierarchical annotation storage structure to maintain a 
correspondence between the annotations and a hierarchically higher group identifier. 
Thus, annotations corresponding to the different multimedia streams can easily be 
accessed concurrently by using the group identifier. " (Gupta, col. 2, lines 35-40) 

In referring to claims 9 and 22, 

• Receiving play scheduling information for the content based on the interface instructions; 
modifying the play list based on the received play scheduling information: 
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"... By saving the collection of media segments as a single media stream, the collection 
can be retrieved by the user (or other users) at a later time without having to go through 
another querying process. Furthermore, the collection of segments, stored as a media 
stream, can itself be annotated. " (Gupta, col. 18, lines 14-21); when a user logs on he/she 
can retrieve a play list, play lists contain play scheduling information 

In referring to claim 10, 

• Receiving play scheduling information comprises receiving a number of times to stream 
the remote network node content: 

The number of times an annotation appears on the play list is the nimiber of times said 
annotation will be streamed 



In referring to claims 15, 18, and 23, 

• Play lists associated with different respective users, the play lists identifying content for 
streaming delivery to network receivers associated with the respective users: 

Gupta, Fig. 11 shows that each annotation has a user associated with it 406 

• Instructions for causing a processor to receive a request from a remote network node to 
modify at least one play list of the play lists, the request including received content and 
identification of one user of the different respective users, the one play list being 
associated with the one user: 

Gupta, col. 18, lines 14-21 (see full quote above) 

• Instructions for causing a processor to modify the one play list associated with the one 
user to include a reference to the received content: 

Gupta, Fig. 11 shows the play list can be modified 410 

In referring to claims 16 and 19, 

• A stream generator for streaming content to the one user based on the play list associated 
with one user. 
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Gupta Fig. 3 shows a streaming media server 11, a stream generator is inherent in a 
system that generates a stream 

In referring to claim 17, 

• Causing a processor to transmit interface instructions to the remote network node, the 
interface instructions for receiving identification of content designated by a content 
submitter and transmitting the identification to the network server: 

Gupta, col 18, lines 14-21 (see fiiU quote above) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being impatentable over Gupta in view of 
Bowman- Amuah (U.S. Patent Number 6,606,660, hereinafter "Bowman- Amuah"). 

In referring to claim 2, although Gupta shows substantial features of the claimed invention, 
Gupta does not show the content comprises video data. Nonetheless this feature is well known 
in the art and would have been an obvious modification to the system disclosed by Gupta as 
evidenced by Bovraian- Amuah. 

In analogous art, Bowman-Amuah discloses stream-based communication in a communica- 
tion services patterns environment. Bowman-Amuah shows: 

• Causing streaming of the content to a network receiver associated with the identified 
user: 
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"F/G. 20 depicts Streaming, in which a real-time data stream is transferred" (Bowman- 
Amuah, col. 3, lines 18-19) 

• The content comprises at least one of audio data and video data: 

'*Audio/Video services allow nodes to interact with multimedia data streams. These 
services may be implemented as audio-only, video-only, or combined audio/video'* 
(Bowman-Amuah, col. 62, lines 7-9) 
Given these teachings, a person of ordinary skill in the art would have readily recognized the 
desirability and advantages of modifying the system of Gupta so as to allow the system to 
provide video data, such as taught by Bowman-Amuah, in order to entice more users to use the 
system by providing more robust content. 

In referring to claims 3 and 4, Gupta in view of Bowman-Amuah shows, 

• The audio data comprises a voice mail message: 

"... an Internet telephony product can accept voice input into a workstation, translate it 
into an IP data stream, and route it through the Internet to a destination workstation, 
where the data is translated back into audio. Desktop Voice Mail— Various products 
enable users to manage voice mail messages using a desktop computer/' (Bowman- 
Amuah, col. 60, lines 22-29) 

Claims 1 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gupta in view 
of Pezzillo et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,434,621, hereinafter "Pezzillo"). 

In referring to claim 11, although Gupta shows substantial features of the claimed invention, 
Gupta does not show receiving play scheduling information comprises receiving a specified time 
to stream the remote network node content. Nonetheless this feature is well known in the art and 
would have been an obvious modification to the system disclosed by Gupta as evidenced by 
Pezzillo. 
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In analogous art, Pezzillo discloses an apparatus and method of using the same for Internet 
and intranet broadcast channel creation and management. Pezzillo shows receiving play 
scheduling information comprises receiving a specified time to stream the remote network node 
content: "y4 further aspect of the invention is to utilize time barriers to override a webcast 
channels program schedule to force program files to run at particular times. " (Pezzillo, col. 3, 
lines 24-26) 

Given these teachings, a person of ordinary skill in the art would have readily recognized the 
desirability and advantages of modifying the system of Gupta so as to include a time in the 
schedule, such as taught by Pezzillo, in order to provide live broadcasts. 

In referring to claims 12 and 13, 

• Receiving play scheduling information comprises receiving a priority for streaming the 
content; based on the received priority of the streaming the remote network node content, 
terminating streaming of currently streaming content and initiating streaming of the 
remote network node content 

still further aspect of the invention is to utilize live barriers to override a webcast 
channels program schedule to force a live events to broadcast at a particular times. " 
(Pezzillo, col. 3, lines 27-29) 

Claims 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pezzillo et al. 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,434,621, hereinafter "Pezzillo"). Pezzillo discloses an apparatus and 
method of using the same for Intemet and intranet broadcast channel creation and management. 

In referring to claim 24, Pezzillo shows substantial features of the claimed invention, 
including: 

• Receive input identifying content; form a request at the remote network node to modify a 
play list to include the identified content; transmitting the request, the input identifying 
content to a network server. 
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**The user interface to the system is a standard Web browser, such as Netscape Navigator 
or Microsoft® Internet Explorer. The current system will run under the Windows NT^ 
or UNIX®/Linux operating systems. The listener accesses the stations from a computer 
utilizing a standard Web browser and loaded with player software that can handle the 
streaming media formats. " (Pezzillo, col. 3, line 67 - coL 4, line 6) 

''Referring now to FIG, 12, the program to generate the graphical user interface that 
displays the program schedule as depicted in FIG. 3 is called in step 1200. " (Pezzillo, 
col. 17, lines 53-56) 

However, Pezzillo does not explicitly show that a specific user is identified while modifying 
the playlist. Nonetheless this feature is well known in the art and would have been an obvious 
modification to the system disclosed by Pezzillo. 

Pezzillo shows that play lists can be modified to be targeted at specific demographics: ''The 
PlayList tool in Station Manager allows multiple media files to be aggregated into single 
programs to create unique and targeted programs for insertion into a broadcast schedule. " 
(Pezzillo, col. 1, line 66 - col. 2, line 2) 

Given these teachings, a person of ordinary skill in the art would have readily recognized the 
desirability and advantages of modifying the system of Pezzillo so as to allow for specifying one 
or more users for a specific playlist, in order to provide targeted advertisements and programs. 

In referring to claim 25, 

• Causing a processor to receive input from the remote network node identifying play 
scheduling information for the identified content. 

"If step 1312 determines that there are no more shows in the list of shows, then in step 
1314 the graphic user interface is updated to display the list of compliant shows. Control 
then returns to the add an entry program, where the user can now select a compliant 
show from the list of compliant shows to add to the program schedule. " (Pezzillo, col. 18, 
lines 44-49) 
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In referring to claim 26, 

• A graphical interface defined by markup language instructions: 

^'Selecting HTML tools button 608 gives the user access to a HTML module for 
synchronizing HTML with the audio. Selecting playlists button 610 gives the user access 
to the playlist system, which gives the contents of the show now playing, and manages the 
music library and integrates compliance checking. " (Pezzillo, col. 12, lines 43-48) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Scott M. Klinger whose telephone number is (571) 272-3955. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Glenn Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained fi'om the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Scott M. Klinger 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2153 
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